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TOC H is a Movement of people who 
seek to build friendships and offer 
service across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group — at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 
seeks to serve the community around it. 

TOC H was founded in 1915 by the 
Revd PB ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since 
then has been providing opportunities 
for people to test the Christian way by 
practical experiment. 

This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about TOC H and about the world, as 
well as a record of TOC H service. Its 
title derives from the Third Point of 
the TOC H compass, which asks us ‘to 
think fairly’. Letters, articles and news 
items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three. 
at the address below. 

Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the TOC H Movement. 

Point three is available from TOC H 
at the address below and contributions 
towards the high cost of production 
and mailing will be welcomed. 
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Thank You For Your Supp *t 


Nearly 300 people have so far responded to the letter enclosed in 
December's Point three, by sending donations towards the magazine costs. 
Some of these donations have been very generous indeed and I am taking 
advantage of the editorial space this month to say a heartfelt ‘thank you’. 
We will be repeating the details in the April issue, since this will be the first 
magazine to reach the entire membership. so please ignore the appeal if you 
have already made a donation. 

In the interests of economy, it has not been possible to reply to all our 
subscribers, except in cases where a personal letter of appreciation has been 
included. But I would like to stress how much your support has been welcomed, 
The letters 1 have received show the typical Toc H combination of warmth and 
thoughtfulness. One lady has even sent us two cheques, with a note saying that 
she had been delighted to receive the letter and was responding with enthusiasm. 

Only a small minority of members have questioned the new procedure, and 
some have felt that it is contradictory to, on the one hand say that the magazine 
will go out free and, on the other, to make a charge. What the CEC ruled was that 
members should be kept informed about their Movement, regardless of financial 
consideration, but that, at a time when we are making staff cuts because of our 
difficult financial situation, all contributions would be gratefully received. 

Most of the responses have been in the spirit of what was intended and this 
gesture of support for the magazine has been very heartening. 

Members who want extra copies will still be able to receive these from 
Wendover, but in general the magazine will be mailed out by an external mailing 
organisation, which is also expected to significantly reduce the mailing costs. 
Some readers have commented that the new system is ‘a sign of the times’ and, 
indeed, we are moving into a world of high technology. Information about Toc H 
projects is even available on the computer /nternet. Over 700 people have 
already read this information in the four months since we have made use of the 
service. Our thanks go to Nick Howden and Dave Cushing for all their hard work 
and enthusiasm in setting it up . 1 have asked Nick to explain this new world to 
our readers and the result is the very interesting article on page 9. 

Toc H has survived many set-backs and we are currently in the middle of 
yet another. The financial situation of the Movement is a difficult one, but 
Toc H always survives perilous situations. The energy, talent and enthusiasm 
that 1 witness among our younger members, like keen project leaders Nick and 
Dave, will certainly ensure that Toc H will continue to help another generation. 
And, on the subject of new technology, Jenny and I have also had to drag 
ourselves into the late 20th century by doing all the magazine layout with a 
computer! This has achieved the savings that have enabled us to subsidise the 
magazine for members who do not feel able to make a contribution. 


Ruth Boyd 


Welcome 
TO 27 NEW MEMBERS IN FEBRUARY 


Christopher Paterson, Elaine Tierney Barton Action Group e 


Doreen Denny, Monica Wrigley Bitterne e Terence Ward Broughton 
Astley e Mike Rowlands Central Branch e Victor Daniels Chiltern Hills e 


Brenda Oliver Clacton e Barbara Litton Crewe e Anne Mead, Christoper 
Mead Green Street Green e Hilda Armstrong Guisborough e Margaret Lloyd, 
RG Styles High Brooms e John Frogett, Alan Lovatt, Angela Ridpath, 
Geraint Roberts Llandudno Friendship Circle e Irene Clayton, Gloria 
Forrester, Betty Mann, Jena Maughan, Ian Milling Old Colwyn Friendship 
Circle e Lucy Crossley Shavington e Eva Richardson Sheaf (Sheffield) e 
Raymond Wilson, Sylvia Wilson Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay e 
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Toc H has been associated 
with the campsite (owned by 
the Highway Club, an East End 
registered charity) at 
Rickmansworth for some years. 
Over the past three years, the 
South East Region of Toc H has 
become more involved, to the 
extent that it hopes to take over 
ownership of the site fairly soon. 
The site comprises approximately 
five acres of relatively flat land, a 
pavilion and river frontage, with 
much potential for the Movement. 

The Regional Chairman, Doug 
Parker, has been instrumental in 
raising over £20,000 towards the 
costs of a toilet and shower block, 
for which planning permission has 
been granted. The Toc H Newark 
Street Group, having identified the 
development potential for projects, 
CAMEOs and other associated 
regional work, quickly offered their 
support. They have run a number of 
weekend projects at the site in order 
to clear the overgrown areas and to 
secure and tidy the perimeter fences 
and hedges. 

The group have gradually 
encouraged more people from 
within and outside Toc H to help 
with these weekends, and have 
scheduled a number of future ‘Ricky 
Weekends’ in their yearly programme 
of activities. I was invited to one 
such weekend, advertised as the Late 
Bonfire Party, before Christmas. 

As one who does not relish the 
experience of camping at the best of 
times, let alone November in Britain, 
I surprised myself by accepting the 
invitation. Fortuitously, we were 
blessed with mild weather. Armed 
with a selection of hats, rain and fair 
weather clothing, green wellies, 


glove puppet, water pistol and 
sleeping bag, I arrived. A veritable 
selection of tents had already been 
put up and a bonfire was being 
constructed. The group, of about 35 
people, ranged in age from three to 
late sixties. Catering in basic 
conditions seemed easy for everyone. 
As the day went on, a huge pile 
of wood and bracken was piled high 
for the bonfire. A barbecue was 
constructed under a canvas canopy, 
complete with flood lighting and hi-fi 
equipment. Sections of trunks from 
fallen trees were placed strategically 
around the bonfire. Everyone 
worked well and, driven by hunger, 
the barbecue was finally lit. We were 
graced with a number of visitors and 
despite a small shower we 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 
Sitting around a bonfire, eating, 
drinking and sharing stories and 
jokes to the early hours is a truly 
magical experience. Those present 
had come from a wide area of 
England - Brighouse to Tunbridge 
Wells and Lancing, Colchester to 
Malvern and Liskeard. There was 
much to listen to and talk about, 
especially all the different Toc H 
events we had collectively attended. 
It was apparent that no matter 
whether people were newcomers, 
having only done one project before, 
or old timers (like me) with 15 years 
experience of the project scene, each 
and everyone of us had gained that 
something very special which only 
Toc H can give. Each project has a 
uniqueness, but they all offer the 
same basic aims and ethos: that of 
allowing people time to give and 
receive; time to grow in a relatively 
safe environment; time to explore 
oneself as well as others; time to be 


challenged - with the grace and 
patience to take up that challenge, 
while learning and making mistakes 
along the way; time to give 
something back to our community; 
and time for living together in a 
small group with a bunch of 
strangers - and all the frustrations 
and fun that can bring. In our own 
individual ways, we had all been 
touched by our first project 
experience and our lives had 
changed accordingly. 

Sunday was Armistice Day and 
we observed the minute's silence. 
This was preceded by a most moving 
period of reflection led by Dave 
Cushing, combining pieces of music, 
together with a number of his slides. 
Rarely have | experienced anything 
spiritual which was so beautiful. 

I then gave a half-hour talk on 
‘What is Toc H’ and what it means to 
me, using some chosen highlights 
and experiences from my years of 
involvement.One child obviously 
thought he was in a church because 
he stood up and said Amen at the end! 

To me the weekend seemed to 
sum up the essence of what Toc H 
has been striving to achieve from its 
conception. Age, background, ability 
and belief held no barriers, since we 
were a group of people with common 
aims - those of community service, 
fellowship, friendship and fun. From 
these aims, in our own individual 
way, comes a spiritual dimension. 
Thanks go to those who organised 
the event. They hope to run a similar 
event from 3-6 May, so anyone 
interested please contact: 

Nick Howden, 17 Arosa Drive, 

Malvern, Worcester WR14 3JP 


Matthew Plumridge 
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Flight of Freedom 
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Bill Bains 


THE BOY 

I cannot recall the boy’s name; 
but I can his condition. He was 
severely disabled and in a 
wheelchair. A boy of twelve with 
several operations behind him and 
the prospect of more to come. A 
boy who rarely smiled, would 
never mix, and sat in his chair with 
a sullen face. He had recently 
joined a disabled children’s club at 
his parents behest, who saw it as 
an Opportunity to have a two-hour 
respite once a week. He went to 
the Club, because he had no 
choice, and once there said and 
did nothing. 

All the other Club members 
and volunteers did their best to 
help and encourage; but everyone 
was ignored. It was not that the 
boy could not hear, or failed to 
understand; they held no interest 
for him. He was dead to their 
kindness and sympathy. He might 
well have been carved from stone 
or wood, if it were not for the 
rise and fall of his breathing, the 
blink of his eyes,and the fact that 
his nose, from time to time, 
needed a wipe. 

It was on an outing to a local 
park that the change took place. It 
was a large and rambling park, with 


wild woods and a swift- 
flowing stream among 
majestic trees. In a 
clearing they had planted 
an adventure playground 
and among its many 
excitements were simple 
swings and roundabouts. 
In the centre of this was 
a glorious slide, reached 
by a long flight of steel 
steps half as high as the 
majestic trees. A long and 
hard climb for some, but 
followed by a wonderful 
sense of freedom in the 
flight down. 

From his chair the 
boy was seen raising his 
eyes to the platform at 
the top of the steps, 
watching the slow 
procession of children climbing up 
and their swift descent, 
accompanied with squeals and 
cries of sheer delight. 

From a short distance, a wise 
man was keeping an eye on the 
boy and noting his intense interest. 
Not that this was expressed in a 
smile or laugh, for there was none. 
Just a hint of something; the way 
the boy’s head moved as he 
watched each child go up the long 
climb and down the slide. It was 
his concentration and serious 
attitude that was remarkable. 

After watching the boy for 
some time the man seemed to 
come to a decision. He crossed 
purposefully to the boy and lifted 
him easily out of his chair. The boy 
did nothing but become rigid in 
the man’s gentle grasp. 

The man took his burden to 
the foot of the steps and patiently 
waited his turn. The boy fixed his 
attention on the gleaming steps, 
making no movement or protest. 
Soon their turn came and, slowly 
and carefully, the man climbed the 
long stairway, step by single step. 
The boy's eyes visibly widened; 
never had he taken such a journey. 
They reached the platform and the 
man, saying nothing, made a slow 
turn full circle, allowing the boy to 
view the panorama. He then slowly 


bent his knees and, still holding 
the boy gently, sat down at the 
head of the slide. He paid no heeg 
to the clamour of the impatient 
children behind as they yelled for 
him to hurry. 

Not a word or a look were 
exchanged between man and boy 
as the man arranged himself 
comfortably. Then, placing the boy 
between his legs and enfolding 
him in his arms, he eased himself 
to the edge of the platform and, as 
he pushed off, he cried ‘Off we fly’, 


A GLORIOUS SENSE OF FREEDOM 


1 must leave you to imagine 
what must have gone on in the 
heart and mind of the boy. My 
powers are too limited to describe 
what that experience, brought 
about by positive love and the 
glorious sense of freedom from the 
confines of his wheelchair, must 
have done for the boy. For once in 
his short and painful life he had 
been free and had flown as swift as 
a bird. Once their flight was over 
the man took the boy back to his 
chair, replaced him safely in his 
seat, and left without a word, never 
to be seen again. 

When they had heard what had 
happened the boy’s parents were 
astonished. Who was this man who 
had been allowed to take their son 
from his chair, carry him all the 
way to the top of the slide without 
a challenge and, after their 
descent, just leave? When they 
asked people no-one knew the 
man, he was not a club volunteer. 
No-one, it seems, saw it happen; 
some even doubted that it had. 
Everyone thought it incredible. 

If it were not for the boy. 

His face was glowing and 
wreathed in smiles. He was talking 
incessantly to anyone who would 
listen about what he and the man 
had done. Never had anyone seen 
the boy so excited about anything 
at anytime. He glowed with 
pleasure and happiness and it 
seemed that for the first time the 
boy had come alive. 


Bill Bains 


Toc +i Biood Donor Recruitment Day 


By 15 February, 105 
different expressions of Toc H 
had registered their intention 
to take part in the TOC H 
BLOOD DONOR RECRUITMENT 
DAY on Saturday 8 June. You 
haven’t registered yet? Well, it 
is not too late to take part! 

Let me tell you just how easy 
it really is. 

The Toc H aim is to set up 
and run one day stalls in as 
many local centres as possible, 
to recruit blood donors for the 
National Blood Authority AND 
to record names and addresses 
of people interested in the 
work of Toc H. For this no 
fundraising or operating 
licences are required, merely 
the permission of the person 
or body responsible for your 
chosen location. 

First, identify a local Shopping 
Centre, or similar - try to get 
somewhere that is busy - where 
many people will pass by in a few 
hours. Obtain approval for both 
the date and the specific location 
and confirm any verbal agreement 
in writing. Inform your Regional 
Toc H Blood Donor Contact of 
your intent to run an event. Once 
you have registered your intention 
to take part you will receive Blood 
Donor Day posters and Enrolment 
Forms. You will need to identify 
limitations with the Blood Donor 
Service, such as donors being aged 
between [8 and 60 years. 

Try to obtain a doll, an 


incubator, or a drip from your local 
hospital and/or veterinary surgery 
to provide an emotive eye catcher 
for your stall. Be imaginative with 
your local publicity. You will need 
chairs, a table, pens, paper, 
posters, sticking tape, a name and 
address book, as well as Toc H 
publicity leaflets. 


COME AND SIGN UP 

The stall should have two sets 
of volunteers, half being active at 
any one time - remember shoppers 
will be in a hurry and disruptions 
should be kept to a minimum. A 
brief interruption/ introduction, 
‘Come and sign up’, ‘Here is a 
leaflet’, ‘Thank you' and ‘Good- 
bye’ should be sufficient. 
Toc H promotional material 
should be on display and the 
leaflet In a Divided Society 
available to hand out. Copies can 
be obtained from Wendover. 

Media interest can be 
considerably encouraged by inviting 
a celebrity to attend a photo 
Opportunity at a specific time, but 
remember that press photographers, 
while contactable through the 
local newspaper, usually operate 
independently. Addresses of 
nearby Blood Donor Centres will 
be of use to those shoppers who 
do not live in the immediate locality. 

A few days before the event, 
issue a press release giving details 
of what you are doing, why and 
where. Try to obtain the name of 
a local reporter. Immediately 
prior to the event issue a second 
press release - repeating your 
earlier message. 


ON THE DAY 

On the day, set up the stall in 
your chosen area - ensuring that 
you have one table and two chairs 
for promotional purposes, plus 
two card tables and a further two 
chairs available to make it easier 
for volunteers to sign up. Try and 
set up the stall in such a way that 
the public have to walk through 
the stall area if possible - but don’t 
impede their free passage! Posters 
should be displayed at entries to 


the Shopping Mall, around the stall 
area and in those shops in the area 
which are prepared to display one 
for the day. Local companies may 
be prepared to photocopy a 
limited number free of charge. 


BE BOLD IN YOUR APPROACH 

Volunteers must be bold 
enough to approach the public as 
they walk through the display area, 
stopping individuals and families 
and saying, ‘May I ask you to 
become a Blood Donor?’ and then 
dealing with their responses. If 
they are interested, they should 
then be taken to one of the card 
tables to sign up. 

The Enrolment Forms are 
completed by the volunteer and 
initially retained by the 
stallholders. The exasperation of 
shoppers at having to complete 
the Enrolment Forms can be 
minimised by the stallholders 
completing the forms and then 
asking for signature. Have a 
notepad or booklet available for 
recording names and addresses of 
those volunteers who have given 
permission to be sent further 
information about Toc H. 

Following the day’s activity, the 
Enrolment Forms are sent through 
to the Blood Donor Organiser. 
Follow-up of the interested people 
should be co-ordinated by a 
member of the branch/group. 
Follow-up may be by a phone call 
or letter and support materials are 
available from Wendover on 
request. A copy of the names and 
addresses should also be sent to 
me for national co-ordination 
purposes. Following the event, a 
third press release should be 
issued, letting the public know the 
results of your activity. 


John Biggerstaff 


I would like to acknowledge 
the considerable help that Barry 
Englefield, Division 1 Training 
Officer, bas put into producing 
the guidelines upon which this 
article has been based. 


The Winant Clayton Volunteers 
Association (WCVA) has been in 
existence since 1948, when a group 
of Americans came to the UK to 
undertake voluntary social work. In 
1959 an invitation was received to 
operate a similar scheme from this 
country. The Winant Volunteers 
(American) are named in memory 
of the US Ambassador in World War 
II, John Winant and the Clayton 
Volunteers after his great friend 
Tubby Clayton: 

Each year a group of 15-20 
volunteers is sent to the US to work on 
a variety of community projects on the 
East Coast. About 80% of the applicants 
are white, ‘middle class’, female 
students, aged 18-25. The success of 
the Organisation relies heavily on the 
support of returned volunteers on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 


SUMMER 1995 

19 volunteers were chosen from 
150 applications, with ages ranging 
from 21 to 62 years. Placements in 
New York, Boston, Washington, 
Virginia, Poughkeepsie and 
Philadelphia, dealt with such wide - 
ranging projects as psychiatric 
rehabilitation, HIV/AIDS programmes, 
drug rehabilitation, care of the elderly 
and feeding and housing programmes 
for the homeless. The programme 
consisted of cight weeks working on 
the placement, leaving three wecks free 
time. The American committee selected 
the volunteers, although the volunteers 
themselves were given the Opportunity 
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to identify their own strengths and 
weaknesses. I was initially selected for 
the project in Philadelphia because of 
my interest in photography - they were 
planning to get me to run a summer 
project in photography at 
FrankfordStyle. 1 was given a month's 
notice about my location and, on 23 
June, I flew to New York, arriving at 
Newark Airport in New York State with 
eight other volunteers 

We were then taken by bus to 
Manhattan and it was an extraordinary 
experience to see all the wonderful 
skyline that you have seen on films. It 
was an eight-hour journey, but worth it 
to suddenly arrive in the most famous/ 
infamous, incredible city in the world 
It was all too much. We arrived on a 
Friday evening and were taken to 
Fountain House, which is located near 
Times Square in Manhattan, on West 
47th Street, an old ‘brownstone’ 
building. We stayed in the 
accommodation block of the house - 
which was just like staying in 
somcone’s own home. Fountain House 
offers a comprehensive day 
programme for psychiatric 
rehabilitation. That first evening 1 had 
a drink in a bar on my own and found 
it hard to strike up a conversation. | 
finally went to bed at about 11.30 pm 
after the excitement of a 30-hour day. 

Next morning, after breakfast, we 
went on the ‘Circle Line’ tour, a three 
hour boat trip round Manhattan, 
which was very exciting. We spent the 
rest of the day free to explore, and this 
largely involved getting to grips with 


the subway system. We then had a 
meal with Nick and Nanette Rosseau, 
the Winant Clayton co-ordinators in 
the USA. 

On Sunday | set off with one other 
volunteer for Philadelphia, catching the 
Greyhound bus at mid-day and arriving 
four hours later in Philadelphia. The 
late June weather had been in the high 
eighties in New York and in 
Philadelphia it was even hotter. We 
were met off the bus by Robin Hynicka, 
a member of the project, and he took 
us to his house for a meal. I would be 
lying if 1 didn’t say that my both arrival 
and induction were a touch frightening. 
On the way from my collection point, 
my host pointed out an area where 
three weeks earlier the FBI had shot an 
alleged drug dealer, a teenage African- 
American. This incident, which took 
place in front of a number of young 
children, will give you an insight into 
the problems of the area. I was 
staying just two blocks away from the 
shooting, and it took some time for 
me to feel safe. 

I shared a house with two other 
people during my eight weeks there. 
There were very large cockroaches in 
the house, one of the snags of the hot 
climate! On my first day I felt distinctly 
nervous and waited for one of my CoO- 
lodgers, Laura, before I set off for the 
Frankford Group Ministry building and 
an induction from Robin. He walked 
me round Frankford and ! ate in my 
first diner, which was great fun, but I 
was to feel scared on many occasions 
during my stay. I spent a lot of time 


with one of the workers there, Fran, 
who was very supportive and helpful 
and made me feel at home. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Philadelphia is the fourth largest 
city in the United States. Frankford, 
my base, is a town with a population 
of 30,000, in a mainly blue-collar area, 
with 55% white, 30% African- 
American, 10% Latin American and 5% 
Asian inhabitants. Economically and 
racially challenged, the town is 
currently in decline. People are 
moving out to other areas of the city, 
and business is suffering as a result of 
crime, cheaper out of town malls and 
a high level of unemployment. 

My placement was at 
FrankfordStyle, part of the Frankford 
Group Ministries - an organisation 
involving churches in the town of 
Frankford. It also coincided with the 
hottest summer for a number of years, 
with temperatures well above 100 
degrees and, if you take the humidity 
into account, it actually nudged 130F. 

My role with FrankfordStyle was a 
varying one, ranging from video and 
photographic documentation of on- 
going projects, through to the setting 
up of an open-air cinema, and even 
establishing a database of clients, 
services, users and funders. 

The town of Frankford has a 
highly visible ‘Berlin Wall’-like divide, 
in the form of the elevated line - a 
transport system that runs into 
downtown Philadelphia. One side is 
mainly white, higher standard 
housing, while the other is African- 
American and home to the Frankford 
Group projects - low-cost, poorly 
maintained housing, occupied mainly 
by people on low incomes or 
unemployed. This area, rightly or 
wrongly, is blamed for the decline 
of Frankford, an area that, in the early 


seventies, was the place to shop in 
Philadelphia. 

FrankfordStyle is an Arts and 
Culture Programme, aimed at helping 
the Frankford Community and is 
funded by a combination of public 
and private funding. It is headed by 
Martha Kearns (photo facing page). 
An author, playwright and resident of 
Frankford, Martha has full time 
responsibility for the programmes 
currently running, and mainly 
concentrates on Art and Community 
based projects. These include the 
mural beautification’ of Frankford 
and its schools, the recently 
completed Thurgood Marshall Civil 
Rights mural, and summer and 
autumn classes for all Frankford 
residents - in photography, dance, 
music, and theatre. In addition, shows 
and theatre trips are staged and 
watched by residents of the 
community. 

All people involved, with the 
exception of the paid Summer 
Programme teachers (faculty), are 
volunteers, with many amazing 
characters on the board of directors. 
These included a famous 85-year old 
jazz drummer, Butch Ballard, who has 
played with all the jazz ‘greats’. 
Another marvellous character was Ceil 
Ruppert. One of nine children, she 
has nine children and 21 
grandchildren. 

The project costs in the region of 
$125,000 per year to run (£80,000). It 
is virtually a full-time role raising the 
funds for the project, so Martha is 
constantly contacting potential trusts 
and grant administrators. 


MY ROLE 

One of my tasks was to set up 
an open-air cinema on Frankford 
Avenue, at an arca next to Jack’s 
Cameras. This involved selecting the 


titles, arranging the publicity, and 
doing all the preparation. The 
greatest problem that we faced was 
that many people were scared to 
come onto the Avenue late at night. 
It was not uncommon to see 
prostitutes, dealers and users 
walking past; in fact some used to 
pop in to see what was going on. A 
night I remember in particular was 
the night we showed One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo's Nest. The film is about 
a group of psychiatric patients, led 
by actor Jack Nicholson, and a 
somewhat unfriendly nurse. I 
watched the film with two 
alcoholics, a schizophrenic and a 
former psychiatric nurse. Real-life 
or fiction, many viewed the film 

as a documentary. 

FrankfordStyle, as an organisation 
helping people in need, was not well 
structured and quite often got into 
situations that could have easily been 
avoided, with a little more planning. I 
made it my role to alphabetize 
FrankfordSryle. Having just taken 
delivery of a brand new Apple 
Mackintosh I set about computerising 
all the records in the department, a 
task that rook four solid weeks, and 
even when I left l still hadn't finished. 
My final week was spent teaching 
Martha all | had learned. 

Summarising the experience is 
difficult, but my initial feeling is one 
of having been involved and given 
something, and a sense of 
achievement, finding levels of 
resilience and tenacity that | had noc 
known. The genuine support and 
friendship fielded by the staff at both 
the FrankfordStyle project and WCVA 
has left a deep impression and a 
feeling that I belonged - which was 
something | had certainly not 
anticipated would happen when I 
first left for America. 
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THE AIMS OF THE CAMEO 


‘The aim of this meeting is nol 
just to seek agreement about the 
causes of domestic violence. It is 
about understanding more of the 
relationship between men and women’ 

Domestic violence is one of the 
most disturbing relationships that can 
exist between men and women. It is a 
relationship which can sce not only 
women as victims and men as 
perpetrators, but also men as victims 
and women as perpetrators. The 
participants were encouraged to learn 
more about domestic violence and to 
explore the wider issue of the 
relationship between men and women. 

The group's first exercise was to 
quickly answer YES or NO to questions 
relating to the differences between 
men and women. This provoked much 
discussion and the group was able to 
share together views and reflect on 
how they as men and women were 
interacting with each other. 

The participants were told during 
Saturday afternoon that they would be 
joined by four guests whom they could 
question about issues surrounding 
domestic violence. The guests were 
representatives of the UK Mens 
Movement - who believe that the 


figures of incidences on domestic 
violence against women are 
exaggerated - Womens Aid Federation, 
Welsh Womens Aid - who work with 
women victims of violence in the 
home - and a male worker in a refuge 
for women who also advises male 
victims and perpetrators on a 
telephone heipline. 

This meeting was to form the 
focus of the weekend and the 
participants were asked to come up 
with five questions to put to the 
guests. This meant that the group had 
to consider the best way of finding out 
more about the subject from people 
who spend their time with people 
affected by domestic violence. 


ANGER AND FRUSTRATION 

The meeting proved not only to 
be informative but also very emotional, 
with much anger and frustration 
generated between the guests, whose 
views on domestic violence contrasted 
dramatically. The participants observed 
this interaction and commented to the 
guests that it would be a great step 
forward if all sides could address the 
subject of the pain of domestic 
violence together. It seemed that this 
would be impossible. 


It was following this meeting, in 
an informal setting, that some of the 
participants expressed how very 
uncomfortable they had felt with the 
extremes exhibited by the guests and 
their unwillingness to consider a 
viewpoint other than their own. It 
was felt perhaps more helpful to see 
both men and women as victims and 
that neither is in more need of help 
than the other. 

By the end of the weekend it 
seemed that there had not only been 
an increase in awareness of the 
issues surrounding domestic 
violence, but also an opportunity to $ 
explore and reflect on the way in 
which men and women relate to 
each other. This was not only done i 
formally within the sessions but also 
during the time-out in between. 

Domestic violence may have 
been the focus, but the weekend 
aimed to encourage the participants 
on the CAMEO to look at their own 
views, the views of others, and from 
this to try and develop a better 
understanding of the relationship 
between men and women. 


Sarah Cottingham 
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We cannot escape our present 
culture's fixation with the Internet: 
every newspaper, magazine and 
tclevision show exalts the virtues of 
this modern communications medium 
with reverential awe. Although most 
people vaguely understand that the 
Internet involves computers and 
information, even computer literate 
users do not really know the scale of 
the Internet and how it will affect us 
tomorrow. The Information Age is 
upon us, and Toc H cannot afford to 
be left behind. 


WHAT IS THE INTERNET? 

A short history of the Internet 
holds the key to our understanding of 
the enterprising and anarchistic nature 
of the Internet; its possibilities and 
limitations for commercial control. 

In the 1960's, an American 
government agency, the Defence 
Advanced Research Projects Agency - 
DARPA - built a communications 
network, linking the military and 
university scientists, designed to 
withstand the potential atomic blasts 
of World War III; whatever the 
catastrophe, the essential 
communication lines would remain 
open through numerous routing 
options. High speed transmission 
cables were buried underground and 
the ‘backbone’ of the Internet was 
formed. A similar network was 
constructed in the UK, with 
transatlantic links allowing exchange of 
information with the United States. 
Eventually the government opened up 
access to the Internet and private 
companies started to add their own 
computers to the network. 


So, basically we have 
independently owned information 
servers (computers) linked by the 
expanded ‘backbone’ of the Internet. 

A server located at a University 
may contain academic information 
such as the complete works of William 
Shakespeare, another may be owned by 


ternet 


and The World Wide Web 


the government and contain scientific 
information such as live photographs 
from the Galileo probe as it entered 
the Jovian atmosphere, while yet 
another may be run by a corporation 
and contain product information. 

The number of such networks, 
additional linkups and information 
servers, continues to grow at a 
staggering rate, much like a living 
organism. Estimates on the number of 
people currently able to view and 
provide information vary enormously, 
but even conservative figures run into 
tens of millions - and doubling in 
number about every 6 months! But the 
organism exists independently of any 
one organisation, has a life of its own, 
and cannot be destroyed. 


WHAT IS THE WORLD WIDE WEB? 


The World Wide Web (WWW or 
Web) is just one facet of the Internet, 
with the servers holding information 
written in HTML (Hyper Text Markup 
Language), which is basically a simple 
word-processing format allowing the 
information to be viewed by most 
modern computers. Web documents 
written in HTML can contain text, 
pictures, sound, animation, video 
pictures and (perhaps most 
importantly) links to other documents. 
Unlike references in a book, where 
you have to go away and find the other 
book being referred ro, with a hyper 
text link you only have to click on that 
link to view the information - 
irrespective of the server's geographic 
location. The main indexes of 
information belonging to a company, a 
university, or an individual, on the Web 
are referred to as Home Pages. 


WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO 
WITH TOC H? 

Thanks to the generous offer of 
free Web space from the University of 
London Phonetics Department, Dave 
Cushing and myself have created a 
Toc H publication which is available to 
everyone on the Web. Its not easy to 
describe the contents of the work, but 
the ‘Toc H Home Pages are a form of 
publication much like the others 
Toc H produces, except that we are 
not restricted by publication deadlines, 
print space and the usual restrictions 
of printed works. As an idea of the 
information people can read about 
Toc H we have: 


A brief history of Toc H from 
Poperinge to Wendover 

Photographs and a tour of Talbot 
House - floor by floor 

Accounts from CAMEO, Friendship 
Circle, Branch and Project activities 

Full descriptions of all 70 projects 
in the new project booklet 

A description of the work of the 
Friends of Khasdobir 

Details of our work on Brixworth 
Country Park and Cannock Chase 

Information on Regional activities 
such as the Rickmansworth Campsite 
in the SE 

and an index of other UK 
charities with Web sites. 

This all may sound like a white 
elephant, a fantasy project for two 
Toc H members, but we are already 
seeing an interest in the material we 
have produced. One advantage of the 
Web as a publishing medium is that 
we can see how many people read 
our information and where they are 
looking at it from. Our index of UK 
Charities has only been available 
since | January and in January alone 
we had over 300 enquiries. But what 
of interest in Toc H itself? In the four 
months to the end of January our 
home page has been looked at over 
700 times, more enquiries than our 
Headquarters received in the same 
period. And this is only the beginning... 

Do you want to publicise your 
branch/activity in a new way? Then 
send your contribution to: 

Nick Howden, 17 Arosa Drive 

Malvern, Worcestershire 

WR14 3JP. Tel: 01684 564895 

For the fastest publicity please 
send DOS discs with either Lotus 
Ami-pro or ascii files of your article 
(these should be published the same 
day I receive them), or if you just wish 
to send details of your work/activity I 
will publish the information as soon 
as I can. 

Do you have access to e-mail or 
the World Wide Web, or know 
someone who does? 

Then the two addresses you need 
to take note of are: 

WWW: http:/Avww. phon. ucl.ac.uk/ 
home/dave/TOC_H/e-mail: 
nah@rivers.dra.hmg.gb. 


Nick Howden 
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Norman Crayford of Wimborne, Dorset, 
who reached 90 years last July, is a regular 
correspondent with the Point three office 
and writes that he is the last remaining of 
the first five Tubby Clayton lay-workers 
from 1932. 

At that time he had already been an active 
member of Toc H for more than eight 
years and he still holds the same ideals, 
despite the passage of time: 

‘The world needs Toc H and all optimists, 
now as ever before. | knew Tubby well and a 
vast number of people through Toc H over 
the years. Let your light shine always.’ 


Atlantic Challenge 1997 
Following the success of his Ferry Challenge last year, Jim Simpson is widening his horizons by 
Joining forces with two firemen from the Dorset Fire Brigade, who will be participating in a 
rowing race across the Atlantic in 1997. A fleet of 60 identical boats from around the world 
will be competing on equal terms on a 2,900 mile passage between the Canary Islands and 
the West Indies. The race will leave the Canary Islands in September and finish in late 
December. In order to obtain sufficient sponsorship for the Challenge, Stephen Isaacs and 
Mark Stubbs are being assisted by Jim and Toc H, and the hope is to link their efforts with 
projects involving young people in the Dorset area. (Jim, far right of the photo, with Steve 
and Mark on either side of Chief Fire Officer Kenneth Knight, and Mark's wife Paula). 


Falmouth Joint Branch Tree Planting Ceremony 
Ron Gatiss (Hon Treasurer) sent in this photo of the branch's 80th Anniversary tree planting 
ceremony in their local park in November. Left to Right:Tim Richards (Secretary), Roy 
Bearham (Chairman), the Mayor of Falmouth and Ron. 
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Goodbye to the lovely Joan! 
Toc H at Wendover will not be the same 
following the departure of Headquarters staff 
member, Joan Matthews, who had ‘clocked- 
up’ 22 years of service when she retired in 
January. At the time of going to press, 
however, Joan has been sighted once more at 
Wendover - on February 14, when she visited 
staff who insisted on helping her to celebrate 
her birthday. An appropriate birthdate for 
such a warm and popular lady! 


And, on the subject of Toc H favourites, we 
were delighted to hear from Scottish 
Chairman, Jim Beveridge in February. Jim 
writes: ‘On Sunday 28 January we had a 
rather special service in church. Following 
eight Sunday evening preparatory classes, 
five members of our Handicapped Club 
were invited to come forward to the front 
of the church, led forward by members of 
the Branch. The Minister then introduced 
each one by name to the congregation 
before continuing with the service, which 
made all five full communicant members of 
the Church of Scotland - further to which 
two members were baptised. It was a very 
moving service with a very sympathetic 
Minister. | felt very humble, but at the same 
time privileged to have taken part in such 
an important and moving service in Denny. 


Brixworth Project Update 


Work behind the scenes during these cold frosty days is going ahead at a steady pace, 
reports Harry Graham. The Millennium commission, having met the project board of 
which Toc H is a major partner, have now agreed to the plans submitted and to the 
milestones to be achieved by the year 2000. Planning permission is being sought from 


local District Councils and the Countryside Commission. Other excitement has been 
the shortlisting of five architects’ proposals from some 35 submissions, on the 
understanding that only the winning designs will be renumerated, Project weeks and 
weekends are also being planned and the support group will be meeting now at 
regular intervals. Next year will see residential accommodation on site at Brixworth 
in use, which will be of great benefit to all the volunteer teams. 


BRANCH NEWS - BRANCH NEWS 


The Kent Day ‘Celebration of Talbot House’ at Ashford fast summer. 

‘The photo by Arthur Rust is worth the late arrival’ writes Don Woolley. The event was a 
highly successful celebration of our 80th Birthday, with guest speakers Jacques Ryckebosch 
from Talbot House and Chris Bostock, of the Talbot House Management Committee. 
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Amy Luke of Haywain District (right, photo 


above with Joy and Harry Tubb and second 
right in photo at top with Toc H friends in 
Harare), visited South Africa and Zimbabwe 
last summer. Amy met up with Joy and Harry 
at their home in Fishhoek, near Cape Town. 
After some while chatting, the three decided 
that it was highly likely that they had met in 
the 50's when the Tubb’s lived in Bulawayo 
and Amy was in Salisbury - now Harare. 

On her way ‘up’ South Africa, Joy Mcintyre 
and Yvonne Knapp met Amy on her arrival by 
coach in Johannesburg. They took her out to 
a splendid meal and then back to the coach 
station. The photo (top)was taken when Amy 
attended the Central Branch meeting and 
shows: Back Row: Pat Roberts, Margaret 
Harding, Thelma Bryan and Front Row: 

Amy, Grace Batwell and Barbara Allen 
(whom Amy has known since the 50's!) 

Amy says that it was a great joy to attend 
the Toc H Central Branch meeting and later 
to meet Frank Guest's daughter at King 
House, and also to visit Barbour House 
‘much changed since my day’ 


Congratulations to Rushden Men’s 
Branch who celebrate their 60th birthday 
on Saturday March 9. A Service of Light 
and Rededication at Highfield Baptist 
church is followed by buffet refreshments 
in the church hall and a concert in the 
church by Northampton Light Orchestra. 


News From Chippenham, Newbury and Swindon (CNS) District 


Chiseldon Branch’s 35th party for the elderly was attended by 88 
people. This is now a major event in the village calendar. After the meal 
the Ellendune Entertainers kept the party spirit going by singing songs 
from their VE Day repertoire. 

The formation of the Regional Projects Branch in the Southern Region 
has been a great success, with Projects in Newbury and Milford-on-Sea 


being repeated again this year, plus a proposed Playscheme in 
Portsmouth. These projects are creating interest in Toc H and 
encouraging people to join as branch members. In order to help 
branches to see this as a venture that they can support locally, members 
of the RPB are offering to visit other branches in the region and 
Regional Secretary John Stevens can be contacted on:01305 782555. 


Tubby’s Poperinge Group 
Members report that the Group is ‘alive and kicking’ and goes from strength 
to strength. They have recently started producing their own newsletter and 
have designed a Group T-shirt and special membership card. They have also 
made their own banner and have been involved in fundraising and joined up 
with participants on the International Project last year. The Group are 
looking for a young Toc H Group near London to correspond with and 
develop friendships, in the hope that this might result in visits to Poperinge 
to discover the birthplace of Toc H, writes An Kester, who can be contacted 
at ‘Eulbot House or at: Kortrijksestraat 120, 8550 Zwevegem. Tel:056/75 42 Gt. 


BRANCH NEWS ° BRANCH NEWS 


Toc H Project in Errington Woods 
in November 1995 


THE WIDER PICTURE 

The success of recent developments 
in Cleveland, helped along by good 
fortune in fundraising, is generating 
ever-growing enthusiasm and a 
continuing search for new opportunities 
by both staff, members and volunteers 
in the Cleveland District. 

Staying with St.Hilda’s arca 
momentarily, new funding will enable 
next generation ‘Practical Prevention’ 
projects to take place. These will 
involve, alongside Toc H volunteers, 
both girls and boys from the estate 
participating in events which will 
challenge offending behaviour. The 
first of these, planned for this summer, 
will examine the roles and 
expectations of their respective sexes, 
and try to identify the circumstances 
that often later lead to domestic 
violence. Subsequent projects will 
focus on other crimes and we are even 
investigating the possibility of using 
prison premises for these projects. 

A completely new initiative, 
recognising that a quarter of all 
households are one-person homes and 
that a solitary lifestyle is a growing 
trend, is to investigate the causes and 
effects of loneliness and isolation, 
initially through a CAMEO event set to 
take place in March. ‘This event, which 
has attracted considerable interest, is 
intended to be just the starting point 
for more ongoing local activity and 
may form the basis for a local 
recruitment campaign in the autumn. 
We believe that ‘Joc H has much to 
offer people in such a situation but, 
conversely, they too have lots to offer 
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CLEVELAND ACTIVITY 


Toc H, and the planning group for the 
initial event is tremendously excited by 
the potential. Besides consolidating 
our St. Hilda's activity, members and 
staff are working in partnership on 
other ventures, primarily the 
Community Forest, our District Focal 
Point. This has and will continue to 
involve members and volunteers in a 
varicty of activities - from catering at 
Woodland Open Days, to the more 
traditional conservation projects, 
working on public access in 
woodlands. We’re very pleased that, in 
cooperation with Friends for Young 
Deaf, we have planned ‘Conservation 
and Communication’ projects for the 
summer, involving deaf and hearing 
volunteers working together. 

We're also delighted to report that 
all Branches in the Cleveland District 
are taking extension of the movement, 
publicising our activities and recruiting 
new participants seriously, in a variety 
of creative ways. Guisborough Branch 
have a rolling programme of guest 
meetings, a recent one being a CAMEO 
night entitled When did the rot set in? 
- considering social decline - which 
successfully attracted almost a dozen 
people besides Branch members. 
Meanwhile, Station Branch have 
changed their meeting venue and are 
now getting new people attending 
their metings. Linthorpe Branch have 
arranged an exhibition in a shopping 
centre, while Middlesbrough Branch 
are also considering ways to involve 
new participants. 

Last, but not least, is the New ‘Tees 
Group, a recently formed ‘Toe H group 
with a steadily growing membership. 
Supported by Saltburn Branch (with 
initial funding and the regular 
attendance of Joyce Ingledew, a Branch 
member) and staff, this group of 
mainly young project volunteers is 
planning an ambitious programme of 
activities, including a CAMEO night 
and residential weekend, plus a 
beach cleaning project at a Cleveland 
coastal village during “National 
Spring Clean Week’. 

There is much to be proud of in 
our Toc H activity in Cleveland and 
morale is presently running high in the 
District. We are looking forward to a 
productive and successful year! 


John Dunwell 


Girls Talk Update 


The Toc H Girls Group in 
Cleveland have been involved in a 
Drama Production since early October 
1995 and hopes to stage The Show in 
March this year. The Drama sessions 
have provided up to 20 girls with a 
repular weekly evening session with 
me, Martine Dellar (Drama Therapist) 
and several volunteers. We have seen 
their confidence grow as they have 
practised new skills and talents and 
the girls have had a lot of fun during 
rehearsals; even though they have 
written a play about the serious 
subject of domestic violence. 

When the Drama Project ends we 
will begin to write, rehearse and plan 
for the filming of a horror movie. We 
will film this On Location in the North 
York Moors area in June. The filming 
will take place over a residential 
weekend at Colsterdale, taking 
advantage of the local woods, the 
Druids Temple, Tom Taylor’s cave and 
the isolated Colsterdale Moor. If the 
film is up to standard we will enter it 
into a Tyne Tees Television Youth 
Group competition. 

We also plan to organise a project 
which will involve working with a local 
recording studio, with the aim of 
regular weekly sessions leading to the 
staging of a musical in the autumn. 
Along with Middlesbrough Resource 
and Activities Centre, we hope to start 
an aerobics class. We still work closely 
with the local community, the St 
Hilda’s Community Council, who help 
fund our projects and the St Hilda’s 
Partnership, who also offer us their 
help and support. We are particularly 
pleased that we are beginning to 
attract volunteers from St Hilda’s 
Estate and are especially grateful for 
the help and support of Lizzie Ward 
and Kerry Harvey. 

Our next project takes place this 
March at Portland Lodge in Durham, 
when we will take some of the 
younger children, their mothers and 
local volunteers on their first Toc H 
residential event. 

We are looking forward to the 
coming year with all our new projects 
in the pipeline and hope that we will 
continue to raise a high profile locally. 


Marilyn Surtees 


Money for Toc H Cleveland Funds 


Left to right: Jobn Myers, Director of Century Radio, the President of 
Middlesbrough Rotary, Susan Huddleston, Toc H, and actress Linda Barron, who 
played the district nurse in Open All Hours. 


MORE MONEY FOR TOC H FUNDS 

Approximately £95,000 has recently been raised for Toc H in Cleveland, 
with hopes of a further £10,000 in the near future. A grant of £86,000 from 
the Nationa! Lottery accounts for the major part of this money with news of 
the award received just before Chirstmas. The money has been given to help 
fund our work with vulnerable teenage girls, who are at risk, as well as to 
extend our work to include boys and single parents/families under pressure 
in Middlesbrough. 


A CHRISTMAS PRESENT FROM THE CLEVELAND CENTRE 

Several smaller grants and donations have also been received, but the 
one which came as a complete surprise was given by the Cleveland Shopping 
Centre, where, in October, we held our Publicity Week. A Christmas Appeal 
was launched by the Centre, with the help of the local Rotary Club, to raise 
funds for local charities. Almost £6000 was raised from the general public 
and Toc H was among the six local charities to receive a share. I was invited 
to a special presentation ceremony (see photo above). A large crowd 
gathered and it was particularly nice to hear people say that they were glad 
Toc H was there. A celebratory drink followed and it was pleasing to see the 
conversation focus on Toc H's work in Cleveland. People were also impressed 
with the latest edition of Point three - so well done Ruth and Jenny! Once 
again we express our thanks to David Ward, Centre Manager, for all the 
support he has given to Toc H. 


A TOC H WOMEN’S DROP-IN CENTRE 

Government money has also made it possible for Toc H to set up a 
Women’s Drop-In Centre, in partnership with Tees Health Authority. The 
Centre operates as a ‘street’ clinic, offering prostitutes the opportunity to 
obtain sexual health advice, treatment and screening for HIV and Aids, as 
well as a friendly chat over a hot drink. A consultant, nurse and two outreach 
workers are working with us one evening a week and we have been asked to 
extend the service to other people who find it difficult to use health services 
in the normal way. 

Finally our thanks go to Midland Bank, Trafalgar House Charity 
Committee, Newport Childrens’ Trust and Social Service for their donations. 


Susan Huddleston 
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TOC H TRADITIONS 


Toc H has to come to terms with its traditions. The 
traditional branch meeting has become an 
embarrassment. Traditions like The Ceremony of Light 
and Homegoing Prayers, along with the decided uncase 
created by citing the Fourth Point of the Compass or 
The Kingdom of God are increasingly being avoided. 
This stems from a lack of conviction. 


The loss of the traditional roles of Pilot, Jobmaster and 
Sponsor are all indicative of that loss of conviction. 11 is 
said by many of the newer intake of both staff and 
members that these traditional ways of Toc H expression 
and working, in the mordern world, have to be changed 
or adapted if Toc H is to survive, Survive as what? 


Those who advocate such changes are seeking a 
different interpretation to that upon which Toc H was 
founded: a somewhat watered down version that will be 
easier to ‘sell’; a much more attractive ‘package’ to 
present to the ‘market place’. These are the terms, so 
we are told, that will drag Toe H into line with modern 
thinking. And we ignore them at our peri! 


Are we to believe that, in today’s ‘modern world’ there 
is a lack of idealists, that people are so immersed in 
being ‘modern’ that they cannot grasp the simple terms 
used by Toc H; or is it that we are too lazy to take the 
time to explain? Do we want a Toc H that begs no 
explanation, that exerts no challenge upon the 
individual soul,that says that there is no real personal 
sacrifice in being a member: one that only has substance 
in the number of people it can attract? The good thing 
thus begun may be strengthened numerically but 
weakened in its mission. 


The assertion that the traditional branch now must be 
included in the Methods of Toc H - when it has long 
been recognised as the intrinsic ‘method’ of bringing 
people to a committed membership - is difficult for 
many to understand. The only other of the three 
Methods that seems to have a chance of doing that is 
Friendship Circles, because of their mecting on a 
regular basis as a branch; as wellas the fact that there is 
a real commitment implied in Friendship Circles. 


The problem with Projects has always been that they, for 
the most part, create no desire in the volunteer to be 
part of the wider Toc H. For the majority of volunteers it 
is a one-off experience that, while it is very real and 
‘aluable both for the volunteer and the project, 
provides litle challenge or incentive for a continuing 
relationship with Toc H other than that they may wish 
to volunteer for another one-off experience. 


Letter 2D 


The only Method that could claim any success in 
fostering a continued relationship that had any chance 
of leading to membership was the Toc H Action Group. 
And even then it was simply the continued excitement 
of organising and developing more opportunities for 
projects that was the main attraction. The wider family 
held litde or no interest for the majority of TAG 
members: and, if we are to be honest, the branch 
membership feeling of being threatened or overtaken, 
even superseded, by such groups was a major factor in 


keeping the barriers aloft. 


The basic education of new members into Toc H has 
been allowed to atrophy. The mecting by meeting 
inculcation of Toc H that true Sponsorship provides has 
been replaced by signatures on a form. Once this has 
been accomplished there seems to be no real onus of 
responsibility on sponsors. There is a great sense of 
discomfort surrounding these issues. If the branch is 
viewed, along with the Ceremony of Light, Homegoing 
Prayers, The Fourth Point, as not being ‘marketable’ in 
the modern world, what have we to replace them? 
Without Branches, Light, Prayers and the Fourth Point, 
what is Toc H? 


Unless there is a positive lead given, a statement made, 
concerning the place of these traditions, confusion will 
cause doubt and apathy. If Toc H has indeed fost faith in 
its basic building block, the branch, and has nothing of 
the same significance to replace it, what can we say to 
potential members with any sense of conviction. 


Bill Bains 
Leeds 


A NEW NAME? 

This might seem a bad sense of timing given the present 
fortunes of the Movement, but ! think we should give 
some thought towards changing its name. I try to 
promote Toc H at every opportunity but as other people 
must have found we are stuck with an archaic name. By 
the time I have explained how the name came about a 
lor of people have lost interest. 


A name change has worked very well for The Spastics 
Society (SCOPE). Getting them away from that awful word. 


If Toe H had been founded, say in the Falklands War it 
would now be called Tango Hotel, using modern radio 
codes. My choice of name for us would the The Talbot 
House Movement, which would lose us none of our 
history and give us an casier message to get across. | 
would be interested to hear what other members think. 


Roger Gadd 
Derbyshire 


Tributes 


We regret to announce the death of the following members: 


DECEMBER: Helen Battams Watford, Re 
South East Regional Branch, 
JANUARY: Joan Alleston Rushden, Harold Banyard Caister- 


Vera Jasper Crewkerne, ‘loan’ Perkins Medway 
Birmingham District i 
NOT PREVIOUSLY RECORDED: Arthur Huckle SE R 
Haywain District, Lily Phillips Chirk 


The members of the Maidstone-Swan Joint Branch have been 
deeply saddened by the death of Joan Perkins, a former 
member and wife of the Revd MB ‘Polly’ Perkins. We remember 
Joan from many years ago before Polly Joined the Toc H staff. In 
those days they hosted Toc H evenings for district members in 
their lovely rectory at Wouldbam Later, after their retirement 
we were privileged to visit them in their cottage at Laddingford. 
Always we had a warm welcome and a most wonderful 
evening. Joan was a good friend to us all and we will miss ber 
tremendously. We bave treasured memories of ber and will 
remember ber with much love. NB 
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Caister-on-Sea Branch are sad to report the death in December 
of Harold Banyard at the age of 82 after a long illness. He 
retired to Norfolk from Leicester and entered wholeheartedly 
into branch activities. For many years be drove our mini-bus 
Jor blind and disabled clubs. He was our Pilot and his quiet 
bumour and constant support are irreplaceable. DG 


Jobn Lea died in bospital on 19 December aged 67 years. A 
member for over 40 years, he first joined Southam Branch then 
Leamington Spa Branch. From 1983 until bis death be was 
Secretary/Treasurer of Warwickshire District Branch. Although 
John suffered considerable illness in bis later years be was very 
conrageous and a faithful and much loved friend. We will 
remember him for bis loyal service to Toc H and his church. DW 


— 
Elmstead Joint Branch bave been saddened by the tragic 
deathof Amy Buckland on 5 January. She was a loyal member 
of our branch since 1969 and was our Treasurer as well as Vice 
Chairman and representative to District team meetings for a 
number of years. Although ill bealth prevented ber attending 
meetings for some time, she kept in touch and we shall miss ber 
greatly. Our sympathy goes to ber busband and family. MB 


>< 


With great regret Cheltenbam Branch report the death of Frank 
Bradshaw on 12 December. Frank was a solidly reliable 
member, ready th belp wherever needed, always cheerful and 
interesting to talk to. He was much loved and will be sorely 
missed by us all. DC 


——>8<—-— 


Watford members were very saddened to learn of the death of 
Helen Battams who passed away on 27 December. Helen bad 
been a member of our branch for 20 years, Although she hadn't 
been able to attend meetings for some time Helen always 
maintained an interest and was a very supportive member. NW 


Robert Murray, who died in November, was a long serving 
member of Harpenden Branch and bis particular interest and 
involvement was that for more than 40 years be played a 
major part in the running of the secondhand bookstall held 
every Saturday morning in Harpenden High Street. Bob loved 
Toc H and was instrumental in raising funds to help many 
local charities and Toc H appeals. He was a good branch 
ambassador and never lost the opportunity to talk ‘Toc H’ to 
bis many and very loyal bookstall customers. TG 
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It is with sadness that I report the death on Christmas Day of 
Edna Dicker. Edna joined the League of Women Helpers in 
Bournemouth where she lived all her life. When the Women's 
Association was formed she became a very active member, 
holding various offices. When the Women’s Branch closed she 
became a District Member, but due to ill bealth was not so 
active but was always a very supportive member. Toc H was 
important to ber and we give thanks for ber life. ED 


The local Toc H members of New Milton are saddened by the 
death of Enid Dennis following a long illness. Enid was a 
loyal and enthusiastic member, helping the sick and elderly 
and providing transport when needed. A good Christian, we 
shall miss ber and we thank God for ber life. SH 


Grace Neave, who died in November aged 101 years, was a 
member of Felixstowe Branch for over 30 years and was 
Jobmaster during that time. She moved to Ipswich 10 years ago 
and attended Ipswich Branch meetings for a while, but, at over 
90 years of age, transferred to Haywain District Branch. 
Grace's other interests included amateur dramatics, ber local 
church and the Disabled Club in Felixstowe. ET 
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Yera Jasper, who died in January, bad been a member of Toc H 
for over 60 years. She was active, first in Epsom Ladies then 
Woking Ladies, and, when we moved to Dorset, joined Crewkerne 
Branch where she was Chairman for a time. Vera took part in the 
Ceremony at Crystal Palace when the Prince of Wales lit the 
branch lamps, She was a dear wife and I miss her. BY 

po Om 


We regret to report that the treasurer of Lymington Branch, 
Muriel Tanner, died on 23 December. She was a long-standing 
mamber and will be greatly missed. BS 

———ro amm 
Members of Maghull Branch sadly report the death of Madge 
Fairley on t January, Madge was a staunch member of Toc H 
and the Church and all our members will miss her 
cheerfulness. DB 

po amm 
A member of Hunstanton Branch for many years, Mary 
Pitcher was a loyal Toc H person and will be much missed by 
us all. Mary died on 26 January. DB 
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Project Leaders Ke. 
Children’s Holiday #1; -<s 


Drink - A ~% MEO 
29-31 Piar. -746 
>} Alcohol is an important influence on ai! our lives. For many 
| it compliments a relaxing evening out with friends, is a way 
"| of easing the tension surrounding an exciting date, or simply 
|| a means of letting go and forgetting about the minor 
} traumas of a day at work or a problem at home. For others 
alcohol takes a stranglehold on life: it is a central part of the 
| day, a drain on the household finances and a route away 
from reality. For still others alcohol is a threat: the mother 
who drinks at lunchtime and embarrasses her children; the 
yobbo who menacingly smashes his bottle on the street; the 
wino who urinates against shop doorways... 


Saturday 3 - Saturday !0 August 
and 
Saturday 10 - Saturday 17 August 


Come and lead on either of these two exciting projects 
in Essex. You will have a team of 10 volunteers and be 
camping in a ‘Log Cabin’ at the International Scout 
Camp, Gilwell Park. Twelve children from the East End 
of London need a special holiday and, with your team, 
you will be able to provide a one-to-one ratio, allowing 


Alcohol is a subject that touches all our lives. The 
government recently said that we can all drink at least a 
third more without damaging our health. Is alcohol really 
evil, or is it simply that some people do not know how to 
‘drink responsibly? 


deep and caring relationships to build. 


Minibus drivers needed. Leaders with children 
or with disability welcome. 


If you are interested in taking part, or learning more about 
Toc H CAMEOs, then please contact: 


For further details, please contact 
Laurie Tuckey Tel: 01708 524846 


Stephen Clark, 9 Linden Avenue, Kensal Rise, 
London NW10 SQY. Tel: 0181 968 4558. 


Can’t Fundraise 
Won’t Fundraise 
Huddersfield 26 - 28 April 


If this is you, then this weekend will show you that 
fundraising is FUN. A weekend of heady excitement 
learning the basics of the gentle art of fundraising. 
AND...there will be a few surprises in store. 

Be prepared for anything and expect the unexpected! 
The weekend will be led by Kate Moss 
(of Toc H BADTAG Group) and Stuart Wroe 
(PR & Appeals Officer, Division 1). 

Further details from Stuart Wroe. Tel: 01756 795086 


A Charter for Living 


Reflections on Toc H Principles 


In this booklet, which is available for £2 from Wendover, 
the National Chaplain for Toc H, Revd Alan Johnson, 
explores the Toc H Four Points of the Compass. Alan 
gives a detailed analysis of the four phrases: To Love 
Widely, To Build Bravely, To Think Fairly and To Witness 
Humbly and says that, ‘these still embody the standard 
by which all Toc H life and activity is measured’. 


| Trip to Talbot House 

| Poperinge 

| 3 June - 7 June 1996 

| For further details please contact David Collins, 


| 6 Palmers Grove, Nazeing, Essex EN9 2QF 
i Tel: 01992 892630 


Rushden Men 
Celebrate 60th Birthday 


A service of Light and Rededication will take place in 
Highfield Baptist Church at 4.30 pm on Saturday 
9 March, followed by refreshments in the Church Hall. 
The celebration will end with a concert by 
Northampton Light Orchestra in the Baptist Church, 
commencing at 7.30 pm. 
Tickets are priced £3.50 and proceeds will go towards 
the Brixworth Project. 
For further details please contact Harry Graham 
on 01933 56671 


Attention All Branch Treasurers 


If you have a lump sum in your branch accounts, why not 


invest it with Toc H? We offer very favourable rates of 


interest for smaller and medium sums of capital and 


especially good rates for those with a larger sum prepared 


to make an investment over a three-year fixed term, 


l If you would like to know more, please contact 
Mike Lyddiard. 


The Toc H Clayton Centre 
Claytonfield, Adlington, Cheshire 


Set in over three acres of lovely Cheshire Countryside, the 
Centre can accommodate groups of up to l6 people. 
Further details: Bert Hill, 228 Ben Davies Court, Underhill, Romiley, 
Stockport SK6 4QP Tel: 0161 4942033 


Toc H Holidays, Falmouth 


Accommodation for five plus cot. June to September 
inclusive. £70 weekly. 


Further details: Ron Gatiss, 10 Albany Place, Falmouth, 


Cornwall TRI} 3BZ. Tel: 01326 312689 
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